
Club members, Jr. Optimist leaders and District Officers are 

bcc’d on this note.       Editor: Tom Neal 
 

"Succeeding with a Heart of Optimism" 

Celebrating 40 Years – Thursday, May 11, 2023 

Farmington/Farmington Hills Optimist Club #17150 
Our Mission: By providing hope and positive vision, Optimists 

bring out the best in youth, our communities, and our selves. 
 

--------------------------*****----------------------------------- 
 

Club Meeting this Wednesday, November 30th, 7:30am 
 We will meet in-person at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Farmington at 11 Mile & Farmington Roads.  (Enter on 

backside of building) Come to socialize, share Thanksgiving 

stories and have a continental breakfast starting at 7:30 am.  
What was your favorite meal item or dessert?  How was your 
family doing?  Glad you can join us. 
 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing December 10th 

 We are encouraging Jr. Optimists and family members to 
sign up for 30-minute slots.  Attached is flyer.  Here is link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CAAA829A46-
salvation1 
 

Light Up the Grand Parade, Saturday, Dec. 3rd 

 It's the most WONDERFUL EVENT of Holly Days!   The 
lighted parade is back and in full force. Light up the Grand with 
our community. All floats, vehicles, people and pets are full of 
lights and costumes.  Our Jr. Optimists are encouraged to attend. 
Meet in parking lot of Sidecar Slider Bar, 32720 Grand River Avenue 
at 5:15pm 

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CAAA829A46-salvation1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CAAA829A46-salvation1


Pictures of Storybook Trail at Heritage Park 

 
 



Here is status of paid JOI members as of this week 

Elementary Schools: Middle Schools: 

Beechview 57  East  3 

Forest   6  Power 3 

Gill   43  Warner 1 

Hillside   7  High Schools: 

Lanigan   6  FHS  3 

     NFHS 7 

Total: 136 We know more attend, encourage them to sign 
up.  (Remember $20 scholarship available if needed.)  T-shirts 

will be dropped off at schools early this next week. 

Essay Contest Topic This School Year 
 The annual OI Essay contest topic this year is “Who is an 
Everyday Hero that Brings Out the Optimism in You?” 
Students who win in our local contest receive awards as follows: 
1st $250, 2nd $150, 3rd $50.  Winners at the District level each 

receives scholarships of 1st $2,500, 2nd $1,500, 3rd $1,000!  
World winners receive scholarships: 1st - $15,000, 2nd - 
$10,000, 3rd - $5,000. This brings out the best writing skills. 
 
Consider Donating to Dime-A-Day for OI Foundation 

 As we start a new Optimist year, it means there is a need to 

support the O.I. Foundation by giving a $36.50 donation to 
support the National program for Oratorical, Essay, Childhood 
Health and Wellness, Junior Optimist and other programs that 
only get their funding from the foundation.  Go to this link: 
https://www.oifoundation.org/us-canada-donate.html 

 

Website:  f2hoptimists.org 
 

https://www.oifoundation.org/us-canada-donate.html


Facebook: Farmington/Farmington Hills Optimist Club  
 
Calendar  Meetings: First Presbyterian Church of Farmington (FPCF) 

Nov  30    Club Meeting at FPCF, 7:30am 
Dec    3  Light Up the Grand Parade, 5:15pm 

Dec    7  Board meeting by zoom, 7:15am 
Dec  14  Final meeting of year, 7:30am 

 
Birthdays: 
Dec 11 – Joyce Hagen 
Dec 12 – Sara Bowman 

Dec 18 – Triman Jagdev 
Dec 19 – James Etzin 
Dec 22 – Roxanne Fitzpatrick 
Dec 25 – Richard Lerner 
Dec 30 – TR Carr 

 

Attachments: 
Newsletter PDF 

Light Up the Grand Flyer PDF 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing Flyer 

22-23 Essay Application PDF 

 

 



Light Up the Grand Parade December 3rd 

It's the most WONDERFUL EVENT of Holly Days!   The lighted parade is back 

and in full force. Light up the Grand with our community. All floats, vehicles, people 

and pets are full of lights and costumes.  Our Jr. Optimists and parents are 

encouraged to attend.  Meet in parking lot of Sidecar Slider Bar, 32720 Grand River 

Avenue at 5:15pm.  Look for the Optimist float.



 

Everyone invited to ring the bell and sing a few songs for: 

Who?           The Salvation Army 

When?          Saturday, December 10th, 2022 

Where?         Kroger’s - 11 Mile & Middlebelt 

What time?  10:30am- 1:30pm (Please sign up on sign up genius) 

Sign up for slot?     

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CAAA829A46-salvation1 

Who can come?   Optimists, Junior optimists and their families and 

friends. 

What to wear?  A Santa hat, lighted necklace etc. and be prepared to sing 

Any questions call:   Roxanne Fitzpatrick   248-470-3584   rfitz@kw.com 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4CAAA829A46-salvation1
mailto:rfitz@kw.com


Application for 2022-2023 Optimist International Essay Scholarship Competition 

PRINT Name__________________________________________Gender______ 

Address 

City 

State/Province Zip/Postal Code  

Telephone 

E-mail

Parent or Guardian Permission: 

I, , grant the Op mist Club/Interna onal my 
permission to use a picture or video of my son/daughter, for their public rela ons 
purposes. Op mist Club/Interna onal may use the photo or video in any 
publica on they see fit. 
I give my permission for my child/ward to par cipate in this scholarship contest. 

Signature Date / / 

Date of Birth / / Age on Oct 1, 2022 
Rela onship ______________________________________________________________ 

Did you enter any other Op mist Club’s Essay Contest this school year?  Yes  No 

Contestant Agreement: 
I have studied the rules of the contest, and I will be bound by all the requirements. 

Contestant’s Signature Date / / 

Sponsoring Op mist Club Name 

Sponsoring Op mist Club Number 

Language: English, or if District language is different: French or Spanish 

Official Topic:  Who is an Everyday Hero that 
Brings Out the Optimism in You? 

Each contestant must be given this copy of the rules and 
complete the entry form, above. 

Sec on I - General Rules 
1. The Op mist Interna onal Essay Contest is divided into

two levels of compe on: Club (preliminary contest) and 
District (scholarship compe on). The winner of a local
club contest advances to the District Scholarship 
Compe on. 

2. Contestants must enter through a local Op mist Club.

3. Contestants must compose an original essay with limited 
guidance from others. Webster’s Dic onary defines an 
essay as an analy c or interpre ve literary composi on.
Works of fic on or poetry will not be accepted.

4. All District-level contests must have a minimum of three
(3) contestants par cipa ng. 

5. Op mist Interna onal will have the right to edit, publish 
or otherwise duplicate any essay entered into the contest
without payment to the author.

Sec on II - Qualifica ons for Contestants 

The contest is open to contestants under the age of 19 as 
of October 1st of the current Op mist Interna onal 
contest year (October 1 – September 30) and who have 
not yet completed secondary school or its equivalent, 
including CEGEP students in Québec, Canada. There is no 
minimum age. Contestants must enter in the District in 
which they reside. United States contestants a ending 
school on a military installa on outside the U.S. are 
eligible to enter in their last home of record. Contestants 
residing in non-Districted areas where there are no 
Op mist Clubs are not eligible for compe on.

Contestants are eligible for only one Club’s essay contest 
during any given year. (October 1st - September 30th)

No individual having previously won a District Essay 
scholarship will be eligible to compete at any level of the 
compe on again.

All contestants at each level of the contest must provide 
proof of age and iden on in the form of a copy of 
either their birth cer cate or passport before 
par cipa ng. A copy of the Club winner’s document will 
be submi ed to the District contest.

Sec on III - Contest Rules 

Par cipants must write on the official contest topic
for the current year. 

Each entry must begin with a tle page containing 
topic, number of words, writer’s name, address, 
phone number, name of school and date of birth.

The official topic should be at the top of tle page 
and at the top of page 1 (penalty of 3 points)

4. Essays must be typed, double-spaced and single- 
sided. (Deduc on of 5 points for each 
infrac on)

Essays must contain at least 700 words but no more 
than 800 words. Every word of the essay is counted.
This does not include the tle, bibliography, or
footnotes. Hyphenated words count as 1 word.
(Deduc on of 5 points for each 25 words over/under
limit – French Essays will allow 50 words over/under

Each page of the essay must be numbered star ng
with page 1, not the tle page. The numbers must
be centered at the bo om of each page.
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